
 The Klaxon is the monthly newsletter of the Delaware Valley 
Model “A” Ford Club, Inc. and is circulated to all club members and 
other interested clubs.  The club meets on the first Thursday of 
each month at 7:30pm at Daley’s Service Center, 2749 Bristol Pike, 
Bensalem, PA 19020. 
 If you wish to contribute articles for publication in the Klaxon 
please do so by submitting them to the editor Jim Maier.  Other 
pertinent information can be obtained from the officers.   
Technical and historical questions are encouraged and we’ll do our 
best to get the answers.  Questions can be submitted via 
E-Mail at: M2116x6@comcast.net. 

 
 Club Officers 

 
President – David Miller       215-745-7247 
Vice Pres – Zach Demusz        267-423-1147 
Secretary – Don Fortune       215-698-1256 
Treasurer – Don O’Hara         215-338-6368 
Editor - Jim Maier          267-918-2078 
Nat’l Director – Mike Etling        610-505-4504 
Activities/Parades – Ted Etling 215-802-8622 

http://www.dvmafc.org/ 
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And much more  in this 
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The Etling’s 1929 Pickup 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings:  
    So far in my tenure as president I am 0 for 1, 
in my meetings scorecard.  I always was a slow starter 
though. Here is hoping for a hit the next time up on Feb. 1.  
Three items come to mind for the next meeting. The first is 
dues and roster forms.  It looks like we will be a month or so 
behind on that.  So please make it a priority to fill out that 
form and pay your dues at the next meeting. The second 
item is the Model A event in April which in the past has 
been held in Hellertown, PA.  This year it will be held in  
Trexlertown, PA . We will have more to say about this in the 
near future. Lastly, the Phila. car show was held on Mon-
day, January 29th and hopefully some of the members at-
tending the show can give us some highlights. 
 
If anyone has any suggestions for topics of discussion at a 
meeting, or ideas for a tour, please let know. 
 
                                                Dave Miller 
 
 
 

Hello, 
  As Dave mentioned above, The Lehigh Valley 
Chapter Show  that was previously held in Hellertown has 
been moved to Trexlertown. It will be at Goodwill Fire Com-
pany 7723 Hamilton Blvd. We will discuss a convoy at one 
of the upcoming meetings. A flyer will be in next months 
Klaxon.  
 There is a roster update form enclosed in this issue. 
Dues are now due. Forms will also be available at the meet-
ing if you don’t wish to separate the newsletter. Please fill 
out and return the form by February 15th to be included in 
the 2018 club roster.   
   Thank you, 
    See you on the 1st!  

President’s Message 

Page 2 

THE KLAXON Up Coming Events 
2/1/18 Monthly Meeting at Daley’s Service Center  

3/1/18 Monthly Meeting at Daley’s Service Center  

Happy Birthdays for   
February 2018! 

If we missed your birthday please let the 
editor know 

Dick Wainwright  3 
Edward Mitchell  5 
Mike Jones  7 
Lin Bethman  12 
Rich Nash  13 
Joy Johnson  22 
     
     
     
      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    



Delaware Valley Model A Ford Club 
2018 Yearly Calendar of Events 

 
  
               
 January       July 
 
 4 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s             4 – Lawncrest Parade – 8:30 Form up on Rising 
              Sun Avenue above Knorr St.  
        4 – Cheltenham Parade – 11:00 Form up on 
              Ashmead Road at Front Street.  
        5 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s 

       7 - Pennypack Woods Parade ~ Billy Long POC 

 
        

February                                       August 
1 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s  2 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s 
 

March      September 
1 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s   6 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s 
       15 - International Model A Ford Day.  
       ?? – Club Banquet.   
 

April       October 
5 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s  4 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s 
28 – Hellertown Model A Show   3 – 6 – Hershey AACA Meet 
 

May       November 
3  – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s  1 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s 
28 – Bensalem / Croydon Parades  17 – Bristol Township Parade 
 

June       December 
7 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s  6 – Club Meeting – 7:30pm Daley’s 

2 - Holy Nativity Strawberry Fest in Rockledge  

 

 

Please advise the editorial staff of any additional events, as well as any changes.  





UPCOMING LOCAL AUTO RELATED EVENTS  
From Hemmings Motor News and other sources 

See enclosed club event listing for our club events 
 

 
SWAP MEET AND CAR CORRAL 
March 25, 2018 8 AM-3PM 
 
South Jersey Region, AACA 47th Annual Swap Meet and Car Corral. Salem County Fairgrounds, 735 Harding 
Hwy US 40, Woodstown, NJ. 08098. Sunday March 25, 2018, 8AM-3PM. Spaces $35.00 in advance $50.00 day 
of show. Chuck Gibson 609-221-5435.  

Sponsor: South Jersey Region AACA  
 
When: March 25, 2018 8 AM-3PM  
 
Location:  
Salem County Fairgrounds, 735 Harding Hwy US 40 
Woodstown, NJ, 08098 
 
Cost: No charge for spectators  
 
To Register: call Chuck Gibson at 609-221-5435 or call Gary Green at 856-575-5547  

  

LVMAC Trexlertown Model A and AA Show and Swap 
April 22, 2018 9am -3pm 

Sponsor: Lehigh Valley Model A Club and Goodwill Fire Company  
 
When: April 22, 2018 9am -3pm  
 
Location:  

Goodwill Fire Company 

7723 Hamilton Road 

Breinigsville, PA. 18031 

 
Cost: Free to attend, $10 per swap space  
 
To Register: call Bryan Grube / Tim Zavacki at 484.548.0632  

 







Have a good topic for an article? Why not jot it down 
and send it to the editorial staff for publication? Feel 
free to send it via snail mail, email, carrier pigeon or 
telegram.  
We are also looking for members to do short tech talks 
at our meetings on various topics related to Model A 
Fords. If you are interested, please contact one of our 
officers to schedule a time.  
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FOR SALE 
 

FORD SHAY 1929 ROADSTER 
 

CONTACT Ron Kerr 
(215) 757-5232 
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IGNITION TIMING  
 
 
by Les Andrews, 1998  
 
Here's the procedure I use to set timing. It works every time for me and a way to insure you have set the 
timing correctly every time. 
  
1. Set the points to .020.  
  
2. Check the clearance between the distributor rotor and each of the four contacts inside the distributor 
body. You can carefully bend the rotor tab or file each of the body contacts to get .025 to .030 clearance 
between the rotor and each contact.  
  
3. Set the timing pin in the timing gear cover to the detent. Remove #1 spark plug and look down the hole 
to make sure #1 piston at the very top of the stroke. (make sure you are observing the piston and not the 
valve).  
  
4. Set the steering column spark lever full up position (full retard). With the distributor body in place, make 
sure the distributor plate arm is fully against the far end of the body opening. Then pull the spark lever full 
down and check to see that the distributor arm is fully against the other side of the body opening. This 
checks to see that you are getting a full 20 degrees of advance. Now reset the spark lever full up.  
  
5. From the right side of the engine, the rotor should be pointing to about 5 o'clock position. Loosen the 
distributor cam screw and rotate the distributor cam clockwise to the point just before the points open on 
the lobe. Tighten the cam screw down.  
  
6. With the cam screw tight, try to move the cam clockwise again, i.e., remove all backlash movement. The 
points should be at a position just before the points open.  
  
7. Here is the final check. Attach a light or volt meter leads to the tip of the points arm. I made up a test 
light from a tail light socket with alligator clips on both pigtail wires. Clip one alligator clip to a good ground 
point and the other clip to the end of the point arm. When the points are closed the light is off, when the 
points open the light comes on. 
  
8. Turn the ignition key on. The test light should be off. Now slowly pull the spark lever down and count the 
number of detents the spark lever arm passes before the test light comes on. The idea is to adjust the 
points, so they open (light on) as the spark lever on the steering column passes the first or second detent 
on the column. You may have to adjust the distributor cam several times to get this adjustment. The car 
should start easily with the spark lever in full up position. With this setting, drive the car with the spark lever 
set about two notches from the bottom position. At 50 mph on the highway, move the spark lever to full 
down position for full 20 degrees advance. If the starter is turning over slowly, it will help to improve the 
ground connection from the battery to the starter. This is done by adding another battery cable from where 
the braided battery strap connects to the frame cross member and connect the other end to one of the bell 
housing bolts just behind the starter motor. You will need a GM battery cable about 30" long. This will pro-
vide a better ground connection for the starter and sometimes allow it to turn faster.  
  
Les Andrews, Technical Director, MAFCA 1998 





  

1648 W. Superhighway 

Langhorne, PA. 19047 

The Etling’s 1931 Deluxe Tudor  Sedan 


